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SENIORS — CONCESSION FUNDING 

476. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the Premier’s announcement today that, due to the Premier’s refusal to fight the Prime Minister on 
behalf of Western Australian seniors and pensioners, the Premier will be cutting the seniors’ cost-of-living rebate 
by half. 

(1) When the Premier said that he regrets that we have to do that but we had no choice, what actions did the 
Premier take with the federal government to retain the seniors’ funding? 

(2) How does the Premier expect the 306 000 seniors affected by this heartless cut to make ends meet? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(2) Along with the minister responsible for seniors, I made an announcement today concerning seniors’ 

concessions. The Western Australian government spends $430 million a year on concessions, rebates 
and free services for seniors. We have more concessions and benefits for seniors than any state in 
Australia, and they are funded to a higher level. Of the $430 million that is spent, only $25 million—
about seven per cent—comes from the commonwealth. The vast majority—over 90 per cent—is funded 
by the state government, and I think seniors recognise that.  
The commonwealth government, in its recent budget, made a number of changes to national partnership 
agreements, and basically exited several of those. The result has been that the $25 million that was 
made available for the state to help fund some of these seniors’ concessions was removed. The 
government has taken a position that we will not, as a matter of course, make up for the cuts in 
commonwealth funding. The commonwealth funding cuts have been in not only the areas of seniors, 
but also, I understand, youth and providing essential services into remote Aboriginal communities. 
Clearly, the funding for remote Aboriginal communities provides for a particular need, and health and 
education is at risk. We looked at it and at all the range of concessions — 

Mr M. McGowan: Did you protest? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, I am answering the question. 

Mr M. McGowan: That was the question! 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr M. McGowan: That was the question! 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am answering it. 
We looked at all that could be done. But the principle is that if the commonwealth cuts funding, the Western 
Australian government is not going to pick that up. 
Mr P.B. Watson: What about the seniors who have worked hard all their lives and paid all their taxes? Don’t 
worry about them, old fella. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I call you to order for the first time. I do not want to be up and down here 
like a yoyo. Leader of the Opposition, you will get a supplementary. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: What concerns seniors the most, from the feedback, particularly over the past couple of 
weeks to the minister, is that — 
Mr M. McGowan: How would you know? You weren’t there. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: We do talk. 
The thing in the minds of seniors that was fearful was that the concessions such as those on local government 
rates, water rates, energy charges or free public transport might be at risk. That was the thing that most 
concerned them. The member for Albany is right: seniors have worked all their lives and many of them find it 
tough. That is why we, as a Liberal–National government, introduced extra benefits and concessions for seniors. 
Most important of all was free public transport — 
Mr M. McGowan: You’re putting up power and water on them! 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: We acknowledge that, and we acknowledged that today in the press conference. But some 
of the changes that could arguably be made would require legislation, so we took the position that the least harm 
to seniors would come if we left in place all the concessions that really matter to them, at least for the next year, 
so that they would be guaranteed, but we decided to halve the cost-of-living rebate, which is a cash payment. 
Halving it is a big change, but that means that seniors couples who would have received a cash payment of 
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$245 this year will receive half—$123—and single seniors who would have received $163 will receive $82. But 
it is a loss of a cash injection; it is not a loss of an entitlement or a concession. 
Mr M. McGowan: It is an entitlement! That’s a bizarre thing to say. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: We are the only state in Australia that has a cost-of-living rebate. We introduced it for 
good reasons at the time of the global financial crisis when many seniors were struggling. They are still 
struggling today. That is what we have done; it has been fair. I think members will find that most seniors’ groups 
will respect the way we have handled this. 
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